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TOWN OF RYE - BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MEETING  

Wednesday, October 15, 2014 

6:30 p.m. 

Rye Town Hall 

 

 

 

Selectmen Present:  Chairman Craig Musselman, Vice-Chair Priscilla Jenness and Selectman 

Joseph Mills.   

 

Others Present:  Town Administrator Michael Magnant and Asst. Town 

Administrator/Finance Director Cynthia Gillespie. 

 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Chairman Musselman called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. and led the Pledge of allegiance. 

 

 

II. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Chairman Musselman noted that voting will take place on November 4
th

. 

 

 Vice-Chair Jenness noted that town property is not the place for yard sale signs; such as, 

the garden areas along Cable Road.  

 

III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

A. Email rec’d 9/17/14 from Bruce Johnson, Webster Selectman re: a warrant article 

for the next town meeting (for inclusion in the meeting record) 

 

B. Sign request:  Friends of Pulpit Rock Tower, Inc. for a 2’x2’ sign at Parsons Field 

announcing public tours of Pulpit Rock Tower on Saturday, 11/8/14, 10:00 a.m. – 

2:00 p.m.  The sign is requested for one week prior to the event. 

 

C. Letter from Patricia Weathersby, Friends of Pulpit Rock Tower, Inc. thanking the 

Public Works Dept. for donating wood chips at the Pulpit Rock Tower. 

 

D. Webster at Rye requests permission to hold a raffle during its annual Holiday Fair 

to benefit the activities fund on Saturday, December 6, 2014, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

with the winners to be announced at 3:00 p.m. 

 

E. Sign request:  Webster at Rye requests permission for a sign at Parson’s Field for 

the Annual Christmas Fair to be held on Saturday, December 6, 2014, 9:00 a.m. – 

3:00 p.m. The sign is requested for one week prior to the event. 
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F. Sign request:  Rye Civic League requests permission for a sign at Parsons’ Field 

announcing Candidates Night on Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.  The sign 

is requested for one week prior to the event. 

 

Motion by Joseph Mills to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  Seconded by 

Priscilla Jenness.  All in favor. 

 

 

IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

A. PUBLIC HEARING:  CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN 2015-2020. 

The purpose of the hearing is to consider the approval and adoption of the 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN 2015-2020.  The plan may be seen in the 

Rye Planning Board Office and the Board of Selectmen’s Office, 10 Central Road, 

Rye, NH during regular office hours. 

 

At 6:35 p.m., Chairman Musselman opened the public hearing for the Capital Improvements 

Plan (CIP) 2015-2020.   

 

Ned Paul, CIP Committee Member, reviewed the CIP for the Selectmen.  The CIP for 2015-

2020 was compiled by a subcommittee of the Board of Selectmen.  The charge is to prepare and 

recommend a program for municipal capital improvement projects over a period of at least six 

years with input from town department heads.  The Committee met twice monthly, in a public 

session, from April through September.  Public comment and questions were strongly 

encouraged at the meetings.  The Committee wishes to thank everyone that was involved with 

the CIP for their dedication to maintaining and improving the quality of life in Rye.   

 

Members of the CIP Committee: 

 Ray Jarvis – Chairman 

 Mae Bradshaw – Clerk 

 Ned Paul 

 Phil Winslow – Planning Board Representative 

 Jeanne Moynahan – School Board Representative  

 

Mr. Paul submitted a document to the Board outlining fourteen key projects for 2015.  He 

reviewed the document for the Selectmen.   

 

Chairman Musselman stated that before money is spent on planning for the Rye Community 

Center a committee should be formed for that project.  The committee should have 

representation from the Recreation Commission and also have town staff involved, along with 

citizens involved with the recreation programs.  That would provide lots of input and interest 

from the community if this project is going to happen.  He continued that the Town is carrying a 

lower number than last year for the bridge at Rye Harbor.  It was changed to the lower number to 

look into rehabbing the bridge at less cost.  This has been pushed out to 2018.  Speaking to the 

Public Works Director, he stated that he would hope that he would begin to investigate that 
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project in order to make a decision.  If it is going to be rehabbed it should be done soon.  If the 

Town waits it will be more likely a new bridge will have to be built.   

 

Referring to the Community Center Committee idea, Vice-Chair Jenness stated that if the 

Recreation Commission handles this project simply within the commission they would be 

working in a “vacuum”.  It needs to have a wider spread than that.  She continued that she likes 

the layout of the documents presented by the CIP Committee.   

 

Chairman Musselman stated that estimating the rise in the tax rate is probably not a fair 

characterization.  The tax rate gets set on expenditures, set values and revenue.  The tax rate is 

dictated by several things.  The tax rate rises and falls regularly.   

 

Mr. Paul noted that the transfer station renovation is not represented in the documents because it 

came in late in the process.  It should be part of the CIP next year. 

 

Chairman Musselman opened to the public for comments or questions. 

 

Paul Goldman, 1190 Washington Road, stated that he appreciates and congratulates the CIP 

Committee for putting this document together.  In regards to the town hall boiler and oil tank 

(listed on the document), he asked if this would be a priority 2 given the Town Hall Project.   

 

Town Administrator Michael Magnant stated that he spoke with the Committee about 

including the boiler and the oil tank.  There is an understanding that the boiler and tank are going 

to wait until some decisions are made in regards to the building.   

 

Mae Bradshaw, CIP Member, pointed out that priority 2 items are really maintenance issues 

that are over $10,000.   

 

Peter Crawford, 171 Brackett Road, stated that the Town needs to decide what they want to do 

and how much they want to spend for the community center if it is done.  He thinks that 2.5 

million is more than what would pass; however, something needs to be done for recreation.  He 

also spoke in regards to his concerns on the conservation bond for 2017.   

 

Hearing no further comments or questions, Chairman Musselman closed the public hearing at 

7:10 p.m. 

 

Motion by Priscilla Jenness to accept the Capital Improvements Plan 2015-2020.  Seconded 

by Joseph Mills.   

 

Chairman Musselman stated that this is a great document and a lot of work has gone into it.  He 

is sure that the town staff helped quite a bit as well.  He thanked everyone for their effort. 

 

All in favor.   

Motion passed.  
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B.  PUBLIC HEARING:  ZBA & Planning Board Fee Increase 

The purpose of the hearing is to hear public input regarding the proposed fee 

increase for the Zoning Board of Adjustment and the Planning Board as follows:  

Legal notification fee raised from $50.00 per application to $80.00 and a charge of 

$8.00 per applicant for a sign to post on the applicant’s property. 

 

At 7:10 p.m., Chairman Musselman opened the public hearing regarding the ZBA & Planning 

Board Fee Increases. 

 

Planning Administrator Kimberly Reed spoke to the Board in regards to the fee increases.  

The proposed changes to the fees are as follows: 

 Application fee - $100.00 (same as before); 

 Legal notices - $80.00 (increase from $50.00); 

 Abutter notices - $8.00; and 

 Signs – $8.00 (to be posted on the property seven (7) consecutive days before meeting.) 

 

Planning Administrator Reed stated that this proposal was brought to the Planning Board and 

they are not going to require the signs at this time.  However, they agree with the increase to the 

legal notice. 

 

Paul Goldman, 1190 Washington Road, Board of Adjustment Member, stated that one of the 

issues for the members is finding a property even when they are given an address.  In many 

cases, he has not been able to find a property when going out to view the site.  A sign would help 

to clear up that issue. 

 

Peter Crawford, 171 Brackett Road, stated that he is disappointed that the Planning Board 

does not want to post the signs.  He thinks this is a valuable process.   

 

Hearing no further comments, Chairman Musselman closed the public hearing at 7:22 p.m. 

 

Motion by Priscilla Jenness that the Rye Board of Selectmen favor the legal notice fee 

change from $50.00 to $80.00 and the ZBA signs, which will be posted on the applicant’s 

property.  Seconded by Joseph Mills.  All in favor. 
 

 

C. Meeting Minutes: 

 

1. Meeting, Monday, September 22, 2014, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall 

 

Motion by Joseph Mills and seconded by Craig Musselman to approve the minutes of 

September 22, 2014 with the following corrections:  

 

 Page 1, under announcements, it should be noted that they are in the process of finalizing 

the winning flag design with the software.  The winning design has already been selected.   
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 Page 4, last paragraph should read:  Public Works Director, Dennis McCarthy,… 

 

All in favor. 

Motion passed. 

 

2. Meeting, Thursday, October 2, 2014, 5:30 p.m., Town Hall 

 

Motion by Joseph Mills to approve the minutes of October 2, 2014, 5:30 p.m., as presented. 

Seconded by Priscilla Jenness. 

 

3. Non-Public Session, Thursday, October 2, 2014 (1) Per RSA 91-A:3, II (e) 

Litigation 

 

Motion by Priscilla Jenness to approve the minutes of the Non-Public Session, October 2, 

2014, as presented.  Seconded by Joseph Mills.  All in favor. 

 

 

D. Conservation Commission – Wallis Road Properties, LLC A-P checklist 

documents 

 

Chairman Musselman stated that he has reviewed the documents and they look fine.  He thinks 

they have the information that was requested.  The next step is to decide whether a site walk 

should be scheduled and to set a date for consideration of the Board of Selectmen of the 

acquisition.   

 

It was agreed that a site walk should be scheduled. 

 

Attorney Tim Phoenix, representing Wallis Road Properties, LLC, explained that he and 

Attorney Chris Keenan, representing the Conservation Commission, have been working on the 

draft for the Purchase and Sale Agreement.  Once a proposed closing date is set the agreement 

can be completed. 

 

 Site Walk scheduled for Monday, October 20
th

, 4:00 p.m. 

 

 

E. Parson’s Creek Grant  

 

Planning Administrator Kimberly Reed, along with Emily DiFranco, FB Environmental 

and Sally Soule, NH DES, spoke to the Selectmen in regards to the revisions made to the 319 

Grant proposal for phase two of the cleanup of the Parson’s Creek Watershed.   

 

Comments from the public were heard from: 

 Victor Azzi, Old Ocean Blvd. 

 

The Selectmen agreed that Mrs. Reed could move forward with the grant. 
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F. Kim Reed – GIS Presentation 

 

Planning Administrator Reed presented the Geographic Information System (GIS) that was set 

up for the Town by CAI Technologies within the past year.  The Town can now view property 

record data, print abutters labels and look at map layers on the town website.  This replaces the 

Vision Appraisal System.  She reviewed how to use the system on the Town website.         

 

Town Staff who helped implement the GIS Parcel Data System included: 

 Planning Administrator Kimberly Reed; 

 Town Administrator Michael Magnant; 

 Tax Assessor David Hynes; and 

 Public Works Director Dennis McCarthy 

 

 

G. Kim Reed – FEMA community rating system 

 

Planning Administrator Reed spoke to the Selectmen in regards to reapplying for the community 

rating system, which it was a part of up until 2009. 

 

The Selectmen agreed to move forward with the process. 

 

 

H. Recreation Department requesting permission to replace Commissioner Mark Luz 

who has not been an active participant for the past nine months. 

 

Recreation Director Lee Arthur spoke to the Selectmen in regards to Commissioner Mark Luz 

who is no longer able to make the commitment to the Recreation Commission due to his work 

schedule.   She has been unable to reach Mr. Luz and would like to replace him on the 

Commission.  She believes he is intending to resign from the Commission but has not formally 

done so at this time.   

 

The Selectmen agreed that Ms. Arthur should try to contact Mr. Luz again before they make a 

decision on his position. 

 

 

I. Dennis McCarthy, Public Works Director – Kitchen Waste Program. 

 

Public Works Director Dennis McCarthy spoke to the Selectmen in regards to the Kitchen 

Waste Program. 

 

 

J. Dennis McCarthy, Public Works Director – Road Closures 

1. Wallis Road Box Culvert 

 

Mr. McCarthy explained that one of the things that was keeping the price up was that they were 

trying to keep the road open.  The contractor can reduce the cost by $10,000 if he can get a one 
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week road closure.  This will bring the project into the range of the budget for the project.  He 

recommends that they allow for the road closure, which may be less than one week.   

 

Motion by Priscilla Jenness to move forward with the road closure of Wallis Road for one 

week.  Seconded by Craig Musselman.  All in favor.   

 

2. Brackett Road Water Service 

 

Mr. McCarthy explained that he got a request from a contractor doing water service on Brackett 

Road.  The request is for a one day closure, which may extend into two days.   

 

The Selectmen agreed the residents in this area should have prior notice of the closure. 

 

Motion by Joseph Mills for a two day road closure on Brackett Road, between Washington 

and Wallis, with prior notice to residents and proper signage.  Seconded by Priscilla 

Jenness.  All if favor. 

 

K. Dennis McCarthy, Public Works Director – Bid Results 

 

1. DPW Fencing 

2. Survey Services 

 

Mr. McCarthy submitted the bid results for both projects to the Selectmen for their review.  The 

bids will be awarded to the low bidders in both instances. 

 

L. Dennis McCarthy, Public Works Director – Solid Waste Tipping fees for 2015 

 

Mr. McCarthy submitted a summary of the tipping fee proposals.  Three proposals were received 

by the District from Covanta, EcoMaine and Waste Management, Inc.  (He reviewed the 

proposals for the Board.)  He noted that Waste Management would be best for the Town of Rye. 

 

Chairman Musselman noted that the district has authorized CMA Engineers to negotiate 

contracts with both Covanta for some of the communities and Waste Management for others.  

The contracts are in negotiation and they hope to have something by November.  The deal is 

dependent upon Waste Management accepting the RFP requirements.  If they don’t, he thinks 

Covanta is an excellent option.  He agrees that Waste Management would be better for the Town, 

as long as they live up to the contractual requirements.     

 

Mr. McCarthy noted that the proposed budgets for 2015 are prepared on the old figures.  He 

asked the Selectmen their thoughts on the proposals.  He needs to bring the Selectmen’s 

preference back to the District.   

 

Motion by Joseph Mills that the Selectmen prefer Waste Management, Inc.’s proposal, as 

long as their contract meets the requirements of the District’s RFP.  Seconded by Priscilla 

Jenness.  Vote 2-0.  Abstained:  Craig Musselman. 
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M. Dennis McCarthy, Public Works Director – the location of a stone wall in the 

ROW at 63 South Road 

 

Mr. McCarthy explained that he has received a request from a property owner on South Road to 

extend a stone wall about 3 or 4ft into the Town’s right-of-way, in order for the wall to be tucked 

into the ledge on his property.  The stone wall is 3ft high and will be installed by Bluestone 

Landscape.  The Town will have a hold harmless agreement and may request that the section of 

wall be removed if needed.   

 

Motion by Joseph Mills to approve the “tie in” of the stone wall based on the Public Works 

Director’s approval.  Seconded by Craig Musselman.  All if favor.   

 

 

 RFQ’s – Contractors for the Town Hall Project (added to agenda) 

 

Town Administrator Michael Magnant stated that they put out the RFQ to prequalify contractors 

for the Town Hall Project.  They received eleven responses.  A Town Hall Subcommittee was 

established to review the proposals.  The subcommittee came up with a list of four firms for 

bidding: 

 Milestone Construction – Concord, NH 

 Meridian – Guilford, NH 

 Hutter – New Ipswich, NH 

 DEW Construction – Williston, VT 

 

He noted that references of the four firms are being checked.  At this point, all references have 

come back fine with no issues.  He would like permission from the Selectmen to contact the 

firms to let them know the results of the short list.   

 

Chairman Musselman noted that the four firms were the consensus of the group.  He also noted 

that Hutter is a client of his firm, CMA Engineers, and he will be abstaining from this vote. 

 

Motion by Priscilla Jenness to move forward with sending a letter to the four firms that 

have been selected, stating they have been selected to bid, and notifying the other firms that 

they have not been selected.  Seconded by Joseph Mills. 

Vote: 2 – 0.  Abstained:  Craig Musselman. 

 

 

N. Discussion about hiring Owner’s Representative/Clerk of the Works for town hall 

project. 

 

Chairman Musselman explained that if and when the Warrant Article is approved for the Town 

Hall construction the Town is in need of someone to play a dual role, as a Clerk of the Works 

and to serve as the Owner’s Representative.  The person would represent the Town as the work is 

coming together and ensuring it is properly coordinated.  As issues need to be decided they 

would act as the representative to the owner.  It should be a professional and someone that is 

hired to play that role.  This is not a role that the Town Hall Committee can or should play 
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because decisions need to be made on an ongoing and timely basis.  At that time, they will be 

dealing with quality of construction and scheduling issues and not the nature of the facility.  

There will be some issue that will go back to a Town Hall Committee that meet a couple of times 

but would not deal with construction issues on an ongoing basis.   He noted that the Town 

Administrator has come up with a first draft for a request for proposals.  He continued that it 

would be better to go through the process now, knowing that it would not move forward if the 

project is not voted up in March.  The Town would know who it is, the cost and the 

qualifications of the individual.  He asked the Selectmen if they would like to authorize the 

Town Administrator to move forward with an RFP for an Owner’s Representative/Clerk of the 

Works.   

 

The Selectmen agreed to move forward with the RFP. 

 

 

O. Date for Deliberative Session:  First day, Saturday, January 31 – Last day, 

Saturday, February 7, 2014.  Selectmen please vote on date and snow date. 

 

Motion by Joseph Mills to approve the Deliberative Session date of January 31, 2015 with a 

snow date of February 7, 2015.  Seconded by Priscilla Jenness.  All in favor. 

 

 

V. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

A. Letter rec’d 9/26/14 from Cathleen Crowley re: issues she is having with water 

run-off and sand in her driveway. 

 

Public Works Director McCarthy will look into Mrs. Crowley’s concerns. 

 

B. Letter rec’d 10/1/14 from E. Scott McQuade re: beaver infestation in town. 

 

Mr. McCarthy will research other towns to see how they handle this issue. 

 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 None 

 

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Quit Claim Deed to Paper Street – Quit Claim deed to Loretta Platt.  Approved by 

Atty. Donovan. Tabled from 9/8/14 (Motion and Signatures required.) 

 

Motion by Priscilla Jenness to approve the Quit Claim Deed to Loretta Platt as shown by 

Attorney Donovan’s paperwork.  Seconded by Joseph Mills.  All in favor. 
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VIII. PUBLIC RECOGNITION 

 

Fire Chief Tom Lambert stated that the night that Lieutenant Gallant was awarded the Medal 

of Valor the department also received a unit citation.  This is a citation that was received along 

with 24 other departments for their response to the Miami fire.     

 

 

IX. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 None 

 

 

ADJOURNMNET 

 

 

Motion by Joseph Mills to adjourn at 9:29 p.m.  Seconded by Priscilla Jenness.  All in 

favor. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dyana F. Ledger 
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