
Rye Elementary School Overview

Suzanne Lull, Principal

Rye Elementary has a long history of high academic standards and a commitment to meeting the needs of the

whole child, valuing the personal, social, and physical needs of the student as well. With the Follow the Child

initiative, RES creates personalized goals for each student with input from families. These goals are followed

and revised, if necessary, with each subsequent year. Several days a week each grade sets aside a portion of

their day for Learning Labs, where instruction is tailored to meet the needs of each individual for extra

support, practice or enrichment.

This year Rye Elementary has adopted two new assessments for all children. STAR, a computer adaptive

assessment, adjusts to each student. Easy to administer, the data is valid, reliable, and useful to educators to

provide interventions and instruction in literacy and math. Fountas and Pinnell, a reading assessment,

provides information on a student’s accuracy, fluency, and comprehension when reading. These assessments

are administered three times a year and as needed to monitor progress. Teachers have created grade-level

teams to analyze this data and differentiate instruction accordingly.

RES uses a balanced literacy approach to the teaching of Reading, Writing, and English. In grades K-3 we are

currently using Scott Foresman Reading Series called Reading Street. In grades 4 & 5 we use the Fountas and

Pinnell Guided Reading approach where children are guided in reading through fiction and nonfiction texts.

As Common Core standards dictate, more dedicated time is being spent on nonfiction texts and a closer

reading of texts. As we move forward, reviewing our current programs and assessments to better meet the

needs of these standards is a top priority that will continue to impact the budget in the coming years.

We are in our second year of Math in Focus. Math In Focus provides an authentic Singapore math curriculum,

which highlights problem solving as the focus of mathematical learning. This program teaches concepts

using a concrete–pictorial–abstract learning progression to anchor learning in real-world, hands-on

experiences, supported by the integration of technology. It is through this program we are equipping our

students to better understand and further their application of mathematical skills.

Common Core State Standards stipulate that technology be embedded in our curriculum. Technology is not a

subject taught in isolation, but a tool used to create, collaborate, and communicate in the twenty-first century.

Last year through the generosity of several grants we were able to jumpstart our three year plan to equip

classrooms with multi-touch interactive whiteboards with projection and a mobile technology lab consisting of

iPad’s and Chromebooks that can be shared across classrooms. We need to continue on that path in the next

two years to ensure all students have equal access to technology.

Class size continues to be an issue in Rye as well as most New Hampshire towns. With declining enrollment,

tough decisions must be made as how to best meet the needs of the students with the staffing currently in the

building without compromising the quality of education. Currently 286 students are educated under our roof.

With declining enrollment, grade five will restructure from four classrooms to three. While we will continue

to offer a departmentalized approach in this grade, three teachers will share one subject.

We continue to develop responsible citizenship qualities in our children. Student Council comprised of five

elected officers and ten appointed representatives, embrace opportunities such as collecting food for the local

food pantry, donating sneakers to children in the Bronx, collecting treats for our troops, and donating blankets

for the local SPCA. Rachel’s Challenge, a program creating a culture of kindness and compassion, was

introduced to RES, supported in part by the Rye PTA and the Rye Foundation. The impact of Rachel’s story

is making a difference as children earned over 2,000 kindness links. Acceptance of each one’s uniqueness and
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strengths is demonstrated in our monthly Celebration Assemblies that brings the school community together

to celebrate Rye Elementary and promote a positive school atmosphere. These programs and initiatives while

not big budgetary items, contribute to the student’s social/emotional health as well as creating good citizens.

Professional development has centered on creating rigor in the classroom. Workshops on understanding

Webb’s Depth of Knowledge coupled with Professional Learning Communities lays the groundwork for such

rigor. Staff members have created personal as well as student growth goals to ensure that the focus remains

on individual students and their success. Workshops on technology integration, using data to support

instruction, along with understanding and implementing our new assessments continue to be areas of focus.

The physical plant has been well cared for, and one needs only to walk the halls to have an appreciation for

the hard work of our custodial staff. Safety and energy effectiveness are two primary concerns we have when

we consider the budget. The doors on the lower level were replaced this past year, which provided the lower

level and fifth grade wing improved safety. Of primary concern now is a strobe light warning system in the

event of a fire or lock down.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our needs and concerns to you in our 2014-2015 budget. If you have

any further questions, my door is always open.
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