
These are a few slides from a 
presentation given by: 
 Thomas S. Burack, Commissioner New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services 

to:  Leadership NH Class of 2017  

  



2 

Challenge #2:  Development is Spreading out  
(Pop. Density (1950 to 2030)  

Source: Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests, 2012 
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Impervious Surfaces Increase Water Quality 
Problems 

10+% 
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More Developed Land =  
More Stormwater Runoff 

55% 15% 50% 

10% 

Stormwater runoff contributes to 82% of 

water quality impairments in NH! 
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“The economy is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of the 

environment.” 

 

Former US Senator Gaylord Nelson  

A Strong Economy and a Healthy 
Environment go Hand in Hand ... 



Views of Community 

Traditional View 

 

Sustainable View 
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Community Capital 
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Take the Long View… 

What will happen if… 
 

• we consider both the expected and the 
unanticipated consequences before we take 
action; 

• we place sustainability at the heart of our 
decision-making processes; and 

• we all work together to address today’s (and 
tomorrow’s) challenges. 
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Contact Information 

Thomas S. Burack 
Commissioner 

New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 

P.O. Box 95, 29 Hazen Drive 

Concord, NH 03302-0095 

(603) 271-3449 

Thomas.Burack@des.nh.gov 

www.des.nh.gov  

mailto:Thomas.Burack@des.nh.gov
http://www.des.nh.gov/


Questions? 
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