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Options for Rye 

Rye is intricately tied to water 

resources of many kinds.  

 

We have the ocean, 2,649  

acres of Open Wetlands, 441 

acres of water, surrounded by 

development,  and a very 

productive aquifer.   

 

Our quality of life and health 

depends on these resources. 

We take a look at the public 

water supplies, their protection 

or lack thereof, and the threats 

to our water resources. 



3 Rye Water Suppliers  

 

Portsmouth 

Water 



4 Portsmouth Water provided in Rye  

 



5 Rye Water District  

 

Your Water Bill: 

 

You are billed in two parts for RWD, 

usage (a base annual service fee) 

and a tax. 

 

Annual Service fee  for first 50,000 

gallons of water.  Most homes 

average 4,167 gallons per month. 

 

Larger meter allows for more water 

usage without a drop in water 

pressure.  You pay more for  that. 

 

Overage fees are for 1,000 gallons 

of water,  a RWD Unit of water.  Note 

the standard is 748 gallons or 100 

cubic feet.  Increasing cost by water 

units. 

 

Also taxed at a rate of $0.386 per 

$1,000.   So if your house is 

assessed at $500,000 that would be 

$193 per year to RWD, plus your 

usage bill.   

RWD is run by Town Meeting by those who live in the Water 

District.  So, not managed by the ñTownò.  Monthly meetings 

are the first Wednesday of the month 9:00am 60 Sagamore 

Rd.  



6 Rye Water District Spending Plans from the Draft CIP 

 

RWD 2017 annual budget is $1.3 million 

 

One truck was replaced.  RWD owns three vehicles 

 

Garland Rd. Pump House needs refurbishing 

 

New Waterline for Harbor Road 

 

New Well Investigation:  2016 Drought, continued developments and accessory dwelling units 

 

Replacement of another truck in 2019 

 

Rt 1B Wentworth Rd.  New pipe if a fixed bridge is installed. 

 

Note:  Water Treatment plan has been in past CIP documents, but is not included now.  About 

$250,000 has already been spent on a design that focused on iron and manganese removal, if 

the State or contamination require the water to be chlorinated.  PFOA would be a different 

design to incorporate these. 

 

    

http://ryecivicleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/RWDbudget2017.pdf


7 Eversource ï Aquarion in Rye 

 

Aquarion serves 

691customers in the 

Rye Beach and 

Jenness Beach 

Districts. 

 

Jenness Beach 

customers are partially 

served by Well 5A on 

Central Road. 

 

Rye Beach customers 

are served by wells in 

Hampton and North 

Hampton 

Well 5A 



Aquarion Wells 
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Å A new well at the cluster on the Hampton North Hampton line is under regulatory review  

Å Well 6 in the same cluster was recently closed due to high PFCôs 

Eversource ï Aquarion in Rye 

 



9 Eversourse ï Aquarion Water  

 

Water is billed at: 

 

$4.536 per 100 Cubic feet (748 gallons) 

 

Annual Service charge based on meter 

(see table) 

 

Click Here for full document:. 

 

Aquarion PCF Water Testing Data  Click 

Here 

 

Size of Meter Annual Fee

5/8 Inchn 187$                    

3/4 Inch 281$                    

1 inch 468$                    

1 1/2 inch 937$                    

2 inch 1,498$                

3 inch 2,808$                

4 inch 4,680$                

6 inch 9,360$                

8 inch 14,976$              

10 inch 21,528$              

https://web.mail.comcast.net/service/home/~/?auth=co&loc=en_US&id=839690&part=2
http://www.aquarionwater.com/files/pdfs/Hampton PFC summary 2014-2017 (15a4).pdf
http://www.aquarionwater.com/files/pdfs/Hampton PFC summary 2014-2017 (15a4).pdf
http://www.aquarionwater.com/files/pdfs/Hampton PFC summary 2014-2017 (15a4).pdf


10 Portsmouth Water  

 NH 1899 Session Law granted Portsmouth the 

authority to supply Newington, Greenland, New 

Castle and parts of Rye with water services. 

 

79 Rye homes directly served by Portsmouth 

Water .  They pay  $4.17/unit (748 gallons) for the 

first 10  units of use in a monthly billing cycle 

(7,480 gallons) and $5.00/unit for anything over 

that.  

 

Portsmouth sells (wholesales) water to  the Rye 

Water District  

 

Nov. to Mar. Usage:  6,000 gallons per day 

Summer usage :    300,000 gallons per day 

 

Wholesale rates were flat  for 27 years and 

recently went up.  Current wholesale rate is $3.35 

per unit (1 unit = 748 gallons of water). 

 

Annual RWD fees for Portsmouth water are higher, 

but there is no tax assessment.  Overage rate is 

higher and there is less water per billing unit. 
  

 

 

 

Cap colors are different on Portsmouth 

Fire Hydrants ï they follow this standard 

 

Blue :   >1500 gallons per minute  

Green:   1000 to 1499 gallons per minute 

Orange:  500 to 999 gallons per minute 

Red :       <499 gallons per minute  



11 Private Wells  

 

 

NH DES Rules for Private Wells Click Here  

 

State Water Testing Brochure:  Click Here  

 

NH DES Drinking Water fact sheets:  Click Here 

 

NH DES Video on containments:  Click Here 

 

NH DES Suggested Testing is not updated for PFCs:  

Click Here 

 

  

 

More information will be 

provided  during the Hydrology 

section 

https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/legal/rulemaking/documents/we300-1000-adptdpstd.pdf
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/dwgb/well_testing/documents/well-testing.pdf
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/factsheets/dwgb/index.htm
http://video.nhptv.org/video/2365680555/
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/factsheets/dwgb/documents/dwgb-2-1.pdf


12 Rye Sewer Department  
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1989 Agreement with Hampton 

Rye Beach Jenness Beach Public Sewer 

In 1992,under a consent decree with the EPA, a public sewer 

was installed in portions of the Rye Beach and Jenness Beach 

Village Districts (see map).  547 parcels are on the Sewer. 

 

The sewer system connects to Hamptonôs under a long term 

contract, that is due for renewal.  Rye contributes to capital 

costs. 

 

Residents are billed by the Rye Sewer Commission as follows. 

All department costs are covered by user feeds: 

 

Sewer rate is : .055 cents per cubic feet of H2O Consumption 

Hook-up Fee:    Front Footage Charge $242.35/per foot 

                        50 Foot Front (minimum charge)  $12,117.50 

                        100 Foot Front  $24,235.00 

                        170 Foot Front (maximum charge) $41,199.50 

  

Portsmouth Sewer: 

The Adams Trailer Park gets RWD water and is connected to 

the Portsmouth Sewer, Rye Sewer is the administrator 

 

Atlantic Grill is connected to the Portsmouth Sewer and future 

development could also be connected. 

 

 

 

Facts: 

6.9 Miles of Sewer 

3 pumping stations, that are maintained by 

Hampton Sewer 

https://hamptonnh.gov/wp-content/uploads/Minutes/BOS/Memorandums/2012/Rye_Sewer_Contract.p

