
STONELEIGH SUBDIVISION (RYE, NH) OVERVIEW 
 
During May 2018, transactions to accomplish the settlement of the Harbor St. LLC lawsuit and permit the 
Stoneleigh subdivision off of South Rd. were accomplished. 
 
This subdivision results from the merger of four lots, coming from four separate owners, followed by a 
subdivision of the combined land. 
 
Following the denial of a 17 lot subdivision in 2017, Harbor St. and the individual landowners contributing 
property towards the subdivision, including a trust of Selectman Jenness, had sued the Planning Board and the 
Zoning Board seeking to overturn their decisions.  See https://ryecivicleague.org/?p=3886 for further details. 
 
In settlement of the lawsuit, announced in December 2017, the number of buildable lots was reduced to 13 and 
$400,000 will be paid to the developer.  The back portion of the land, much of which is wet, totaling 58 acres, is 
to be sold to the Town, acting through its Conservation Commission, for $300,000.  That money is coming from 
the $3 million bond authorization approved by voters in 2014, however the bond draw down was just approved 
this year, so taxation will increase in 2019 to pay the principal and interest associated with this bond.  That 
transaction has been approved, but has not yet closed as of June 2nd.   
 
Under the 17 lot proposal, the Conservation Commission was to have received approximately 40 acres for no 
charge, so the additional land received for the $300,000 is approximately 18 acres.  In addition to the back 
portion, the Conservation Commission will receive lot 2, which is 3.67 acres and has substantial wet areas. 
 
An additional $100,000 is to be paid to the developer "from litigation reserves, not from property taxes," 
according to a December 2017 statement by the Selectmen.  Click Here  .  However, the "litigation reserve" 
contains no cash but is an accounting book entry that reduces the unassigned fund balance.  Normally any 
excess unassigned fund balance (which results from surpluses in prior years) is applied by the Select Board to 
reduce taxation when the tax rate is set each year.   
 
On May 2, 2018, three of the four transactions to transfer the land to the developer (under the grantee WNRV, 
LLC) were recorded with the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds ("RCRD").  The fourth transaction had 
occurred in 2016: 
 

Owner   Acres  Consideration   Tax Map/Lot   Book/Page 
 

Jenness Trust 38.40    $1,800,000*  4/32   5910/774 
Chisholm 59.55    $1,080,000  4/25   5910/756 
Brigham           1.04      $   125,000  4/27   5910/765 
Hauser             3.86      $   562,533  4/31   5740/829 

 
Total               102.85    $3,567,533 

 
* An updated tax card following the transaction, available on the Town's GIS website, shows consideration of 
$180,000, however the 1.5% transfer tax recorded on the deed was $27,000, reflecting consideration 
of  $1,800,000. 
 
The approved plan reflecting the subdivision was recorded as number D-40857 on May 29, 2018.  A portion of 
this plan is available, see below.  The RCL has made annotations in red to show the portions contributed by 
each owner.  The entire plan as well as the individual deeds enumerated above are available 
at www.nhdeeds.com.  The plan excerpt does not include the back portion of the land which is being sold to the 
town, acting through the Conservation Commission. 
  

The Brigham property was vacant, except for a barn.  The Hauser property includes a house.  The rest of the 
land contributed by the four landowners was vacant.   

https://ryecivicleague.org/?p=3886
http://www.town.rye.nh.us/Pages/RyeNH_Selectmen/PUBLIC%20STATEMENT%20Settlement.pdf
http://www.nhdeeds.com/


On May 30, 2018 the deed recording sale of lot 14 of the new subdivision for $612,000 was recorded (RCRD 
book 5917, page 1047).  This is a portion of the Hauser land acquired in 2016 for slightly less money, but an 
additional buildable lot is being created out of the former Hauser land (with some minor portions of the former 
Jenness land).   
 
While the boundaries do not exactly line up, the former Chisholm land for which $1.08 million was paid, along 
with the small Brigham parcel for which $125,000 was paid, is resulting in 8 lots (numbers 1-8, Autumn Ln.), of 
which 7 are buildable and one is being sold to the Conservation Commission.  The former Jenness land, for 
which $1.8 million was paid, is resulting in only 4 lots, all buildable (numbers 10-13, Signature Dr.), while the 
former Hauser land, for which $562,533 was paid (including for the house), is resulting in two lots, all buildable 
(numbers 9 and 14, Signature Dr.). 
 
Sources:  Rockingham County Registry of Deeds, Town of Rye GIS System, Rockingham Superior Court 
filings, Town website for December 2017 statement. 

 


