RYE ART STUDY GROUP PRESENTS: NORMA TORTI
Join the Rye Art Study group on Monday, May 20th from 9:30 to 11 a.m. for a special
presentation, “Creatively Awakening the Senses,” by our May featured artist, Norma
Torti. Specializing in classical representational oil painting, Norma greatly enjoys
revealing and sharing the truth about the beauty and goodness that surrounds us.
Committed to perpetuating the historical painting and drawing practices of artists from
the 16th and 17th century with contemporary subjects, Norma loves transforming an
empty canvas into a full, detailed story of her subjects in living color. Beginning with a
detailed drawing, she adds color, meticulously building the paint layer over layer until the
piece is finished. The subjects she chooses, and the realistic style of her work invites
people into each piece where they may connect to their own truth.
Norma’s interest in art history and where she grew up influence her choice of subjects
and style of painting. She has over forty years of painting and drawing experience and
education in a variety of mediums from oil to pastel to woodblock printing and clay and
steel sculpture. Norma’s years of business experience in the corporate world and B.S. in
Marketing from Southern NH University has been an essential part of her art business
success.
Some of Norma’s first classical training was through resident workshops with Jack
Callahan and plein air teachers in Rockport, MA. She continued studying classical
painting and drawing with Sean Beavers and Joshua Langstaff who were trained at the
School of Visual Arts NYC and Aristides Atelier, WA, respectively. In 1992 she
furthered her classical oil and pastel painting skills with Daniel Greene, Master Artist, N.
Salem, NY. Norma studied classical painting, drawing and sculpture at the NH Institute
of Art from 1991-2003.
Sharing her talents with the community is important to Norma. She regularly volunteers
at the adult day care program at Easter Seals by teaching “Creative Painting.” She art
directed set painting for numerous theater productions and library murals. She also
donates her talent to Annie’s Angels Memorial Fund, Seacoast Family Promise, and
Veterans Count. Norma provides private instruction and holds workshops at her studio in
North Hampton. Her award winning work has been shown in galleries throughout
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, Tennessee, and Missouri, and published in a
Boston publication, Studio Visit. She is an active member of the Oil Painters of America
and National Oil & Acrylic Painters Society (NOAPS).
See examples below:

