
Rye Public Library 
Board of Trustees – Minutes 

Public Session 
February 20, 2020 

 
Present: Trustees Karen Oliver, Victor Azzi, Dr. Brian Klinger, Karen Allen and Jeffrey Ross and 
Director Andrew Richmond 
 
The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 5:46 PM, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Ms. Allen moved and Dr. Klinger seconded that the Board approve the minutes of the public 
session of the January 7, 2020 as amended. The Board was polled and all were in favor. 
 
Ms. Oliver moved and Ms. Allen seconded that the Board approve the minutes of the non-public 
session of the January 7, 2020 meeting. The Board was polled and all were in favor. 
 
Donations: 
Director Richmond informed the Board of another anonymous donation of $50 in support of the 
library’s movie matinees. 
 
Financial Report: 
Dr. Klinger, Treasurer, reported that there was nothing of concern in the January, 2020 report, 
and Director Richmond stated that the audit for the 2019 financial year has been scheduled for 
March2, 2020. 
 
New Business: 
The Board discussed the Rye Day celebration scheduled for September 27, 2020. It was decided 
that the Trustees would explore working in conjunction with the Friends of Rye Public Library 
to support and design the library’s participation in that event. 
 
Mr. Azzi reported that the Building Committee would re-engage the architect to seek additional 
work to refine and enhance the schematic design. He indicated that the work also would allow 
for a better cost estimate for the project than had been possible previously and estimated that it 
would cost an additional $10-20,000 in fees. 
 
Ms. Oliver moved and Ms. Allen seconded that the Board authorize the Building Committee to 
engage the architect in additional work on the schematic design. The Board was polled and all 
were in favor. 
 
Policy Review: 
The Board discussed the library’s existing vacation and sick leave policies and possible changes 
to them in comparison to current standards and to those for town employees. It was agreed to 
continue the discussion at the next meeting pending further investigation of this subject by the 
Director. 
 
Director’s Report: 
Director Richmond proposed eleven holiday closing for the library in 2020, the same number 
and days as 2019. Dr. Klinger moved and Ms. Allen seconded that the Board approve the 
proposed holiday calendar. The Board was polled and all were in favor. 
 



The Director reported that a 2.75% COLA will be granted for 2020 and not the 2.0% that had 
been anticipated. 
 
Director Richmond informed the Board of a suggestion for the creation of a 15-minute parking 
for library patrons. He will explore ways to designate such a space on an “as needed” basis using 
temporary signs and/or markings. 
 
Two bills regarding public libraries, including one requiring background checks for any person 
who led a library-sponsored program or event, were declared “inexpedient to legislate” by the 
New Hampshire State Legislature. 
 
18 children’s and eleven young adult programs were offered in January, 2020 compared to 13 
and eight, respectively, a year ago.  Attendance at the children’s programs totaled 438, while the 
young adult programs attracted 103 participants. 
 
Use of the Community Meeting and New Hampshire Rooms continued to be heavy in the first 
month of 2020, both for library and non-library events. 465 people attended events in the 
Community Meeting Room, 382 for library programming, while 139 attended events held in the 
New Hampshire Room, 102 for library-sponsored programs. 
 
Non-Public Session: 
Ms. Oliver moved and Ms. Allen seconded that the Board vote to go into Non-Public Session at 
7:22 PM pursuant to RSA 91-A: 3, II to discuss a personnel matter. The Board was polled and all 
were in favor. 
 
Dr. Klinger moved and Mr. Ross seconded that the Board vote to come out of Non-Public 
Session at 7:51 PM. The Board was polled and all were in favor. 
 
Adjournment: 
Dr. Klinger moved and Ms. Oliver seconded that the Board vote to adjourn. The Board was 
polled and all were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jeffrey Ross 
Secretary 
February 27, 2020 


