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VIII. Signing of Bills and Correspondence 

a) Sewer Department Financial Report 

At the end of December 2022, $297,276.91 of the sewer budget had been expended.  It was noted 

that there are still some outstanding 2022 payables that will be paid once the invoices are 

received.  

 

b) Signing of Bills 

The Sewer Commissioners signed the Accounts Payable Check Registers and Accounts Payable 

Payment Manifests, in the amount of $576.78. 

 

c) Sewer Charges and Fees Effective January 1-March 31, 2023 

1. Hook-up Fee: 

A. Front Footage Charge   $281.02/per foot 

B. 50 Foot front (minimum charge) $14,051.00 

100 Foot Front   $28,102.00 

170 Foot Front (maximum charge) $47,773.40 

 

2. O.M.R. (Operating & Maintenance) Charge 

Per Cubic feet of H20 Consumption .105 

 

Motion was made by David Kohlhase to approve List of Sewer Charges and Fees Effective 

January 1–March 31, 2023. Seconded by John McCune. Motion carried.  

 

d) Memorandum dated December 29, 2022 from Janice Ireland requesting Annual Report for 

the Year Ended December 31, 2022 no later than Friday, January 27, 2023. 

It was noted that the Sewer Annual Report has been started and will be submitted well before the 

deadline. 

  

IV.       Old Business 

a) Adams Mobile Home Park 

Cory Belden of Altus Engineering and Jim Connick the owner of Adams Mobile Home Park were 

present to respond to the Order to Remedy Nuisance issued by the Town of Rye Building 

Inspector and Health Officer dated October 7, 2021.  Specifically, to develop a plan to avoid any 

future sanitary sewer overflows. 

 

Cory Belden mentioned that he has prepared a memorandum and visited site in December of 2022 

and observed the current operation of the system.  Which included popping the tank covers, 

pumping down the chambers, checking the pumps, baffle, floats and they were all in working 

order.   He noted that once the order was issued the owner immediately corrected the source of 

the discharge to the wetlands and cleaned-up the area, communicating with the Town of Rye 

Building Inspector. He presented to the Sewer Commission the proposed plan as follows: 

 

1. The owner removed the upstream pipe connection from the inlet to the large holding that is an 

overflow and was the source of the discharge into the wetlands. 
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2. Tank #1 to be pumped out every six months to prevent solids from obstructing the system 

flows.  Pump records to be provided to the Town of Rye Sewer Commission.  Currently the 

owner utilizes Greg Septic Services to pump the tanks. 

 

It was discussed that previously the tank was pumped annually. 

 

3. The pumps are to be monitored regularly to verify that they are working properly.  Any 

deviations in the pump cycles and durations would warrant an inspection.  Annually the 

owner will provide the Town of Rye Sewer Commission verification that the pumps are 

working properly, confirm that the floats are operating correctly and check the baffle to verify 

it is working and not clogged. 

 

4. The owner will maintain a back-up pump on site at all times. 

 

5. The owner will install a back-up generator for the pumps in the event of a power failure.  The 

generator will be sized by an electrician and provide 72 hours of back-up power.  It is 

anticipated that the generator will be propane powered. 

 

Attached to the memorandum was a proposed site plan for a generator, site photos and prior 

water bills for Adams Mobile Home Park. 

 

The owner was asked if the Park lost power in December and he replied if so, he was 

unaware.  Cory Belden mentioned that in the Order from the Town of Rye, the City of 

Portsmouth and NHDES are to be provided copies of the plan. 

 

Lee Arthur indicated after reviewing the Intermunicipal Sewage Agreement between the City 

of Portsmouth and the Town of Rye two factors stood out.  That the sewage pumps and 

storage tanks shall be designed and operated to pump sewage into the Portsmouth sewerage 

system only between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  In addition, the agreement 

requires construction according to the specifications designated by the Portsmouth City 

Engineer and the construction is to be inspected and approved by the  Portsmouth City 

Engineer.  

 

The agreement between the Town of Rye and Adams Mobile Home Park also indicated that 

the pumps shall operate in off peak hours 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. and that the plans and 

specifications for all work be designed by the Portsmouth City Engineer. 

 

Jim Connick mention that he understood that the pumping restrictions were in place because 

they had not updated the Route 1 Pump Station and once that was updated it was not a 

concern.  Lee Arthur indicated that neither agreement was revised as such.  Jim Connick 

noted that he was having problems with the pumps every month prior to modifying the system 

6 years ago.  The modification included having one chamber for solids that is pumped by a 

septic hauler and the other chamber for the grey water that is sent to the City of Portsmouth.  

It was discussed that this was a known practice and acceptable under certain circumstances.  

 

It was discussed that Lee Arthur will reach out to the City of Portsmouth Director of Public 

Works and their engineer to inform them of the situation and proposed plan. 
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There was a discussion on the electrical load and the generator size.  Generator specifications 

were not included in the proposal.  Jim Connick asked if he should go ahead and install the 

generator or wait.  It was recommended that he wait until the plan is approved. 

 

Cory Belden was asked to include the electrical calculations for the permanent propane 

generator to the plan.  It was noted that the installation of a generator would require a permit 

from the Town of Rye Building Department.  Cory Belden indicated that he could add to the 

memorandum a brief history including the modifications that were done 6 years ago.  It was 

discussed that the City of Portsmouth may want to see a full plan showing how the existing 

system works.  Because the original design by Underwood Engineers is the only plan that was 

approved.  Those present reviewed the original plan.  It was noted that the new proposal does 

not show the modifications done 6 years ago.    It was determined that as-built drawings 

including the new generator and electrical information should be added to the proposal before 

it is forwarded to the City of Portsmouth.  It was requested that the information be provided 

for the next meeting of the Sewer Commission in February. 

 

IX. Adjournment 

The next regular monthly meeting of the Sewer Commission was tentatively scheduled for February 

14, 2023 at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Motion was made by David Kohlhase to adjourn the Sewer Commission Meeting at 9:06 

a.m. Seconded by Susan Labrie. Motion carried.  
 

 

 

 

These are draft minutes. Please refer to the minutes of the next meeting for approvals/corrections.  

 


