Connect to Protect Workshop:
Rye's Role in Protecting the Coastal Watershed

4 October 24, 2023
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Introduction to the NH Coastal Watershed Conservation Plan
Actions — What the town is doing
Actions — Ideas for what community members can do

Map activity and discussion
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The Plan can help with:
- Aligning efforts to protect high priority lands
- Prioritizing conservation projects

- Informing municipal land use planning and regulations
- Reviewing development projects
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Coastal Conservation
Focus Areas
Cover 38.2% of the watershed

~30% of these focus
areas (75,165 acres) have
been conserved

~70% of these focus
areas (170,813 acres)
remain vulnerable or

unprotected
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Conservation Focus Areas

Wildlife and

Habitat

e Critical habitats

e Species of greatest
conservation need

e Wildlife corridors and
habitat blocks

e Resilient and
Connected Network

Water

Resources

e Source water
protection (public
water supply)

Climate
Adaptation

e Resilient tidal
marshes

e Flood storage and
risk mitigation



Priority Agricultural

Resources

Cover 4.7% of the watershed

20% of these priority
resources (6,344 acres)
have been conserved

80% of these

priority resources (26,218
acres) vulnerable or
unprotected
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ADVISORY

THIS WATER IS KNOWN TO HAVE

HIGH LEVELS OF BACTERIA AND
IS CURRENTLY NOT SUITABLE
FOR WADING, SWIMMING, OR
ANY FORM OF RECREATING

DO NOT INGEST THE WATER




of healthy salt marsh can absorb
1.5 million gallons of flood water

Great Bay Matters (2021)



Actions - What the town is doing

* Conservation efforts

* Natural Resource Inventory

* Recent zoning ordinance updates
* Conservation checklist

* Buildout analysis

* Ongoing efforts and opportunities

to engage — Master Plan update /
housing work

RESOURCES

INVENTORY
2021




Wetland buffers
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What YOU Can Do




Land Conservation

In Town

* |dentify/map conservation priorities

* Partner with SELT

* Educate landowners on conservation options

* Place easements on town-owned lands

At Home

e Learn about conservation options
e Conserve your land

e Support land conservations efforts in town




Land Use Planning

In Town
e Use Coastal Plan maps in your work

* Incorporate information from NRI into Master
Plan

* Review zoning ordinances, subdivision
regulations, and overlay districts

* Incorporate climate change information into
town documents/plans




Habitat & Backyard Management

In Town

e Develop (or update)
management plans for town-
owned land

* Map invasive plants & develop
a strategy/plan

* Inventory trails & assess
impacts to wildlife

At Home

Less frequent mowing

Plant native plants and
remove invasives

Use buffers where
appropriate

Use water responsibly

Eliminate or minimize
fertilizers



Outreach & Education

In Town
e Plan a series of educational events B

Develop and install educational
signs

Host volunteer workdays

Develop communications
strategy/plan

At Home

e Talk to your neighbors and friends

* Share your knowledge



Get Involved

 Participate in master planning process
e Join a town board or committee
e VVolunteer in town




Map Activity
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Discussion

* Actions to continue protecting critical natural resources

— ldeas/priorities for the Town and for individual community members
or neighborhoods

 What assistance or resources would be helpful?
 What questions do you have?








