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Fill the L.ocal News Gap with a Civic League

Newsletter on Town Government
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During the late 1200s, interest in local civic affairs began to dec
partizan ideologies rose. This shift adwvers=ly affected loca

nad pravicusly Deen aronmely SnNES gE:' N TheEar CioamirmLe "I-T_-\.'

avanues like newspapers,. public meet ng= and =lections.

alloweed people to play a more significant role in shaping decisions th impacted loca

sidents. Howewer, a marked decline in newspap=srs, incud ngine damise of approximsate W

"

2,000 weekliez in recent years, has resulted in a severe loss of local news and the closs-knit

C oMU "I-T_-\.' connecticns it fostered.

I 1928 the non- profit Bye MH Civic League (RCL) was established by three

of the workings of town gowv

rvices incleding forums on key
=n= handbook. Bebaeen 2002 and 2012 the Civic
Mews has helped increase the woting rate in town elections from 20% to 3%, but this rate is
=till far behind that for national slectons. which often reaches 805%.

o Create a civic keague in your towwen, call a meeting of other ciwvically active individual=s:
consider hosting the meetng in an accessible location, such as the library. The RCL has

sted a detailed decument of how to ==t up 2 owic league and publish a monthly

newsletter that reports on tovwn government. Send this dooument in advance to amendees of
your first organizational meeting where wou can disouss the RCL model, how it can be appli=
to your community. and what unique tasks and obstacdes you face in getting started. RCL

O=rs Will 0= Nappy TD angage Wit andy' guestions.
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in~depth look

it we= encourage you to wisit the RCL website. Our foous in reporting
feature articles, or blogs, but the potental for their indusion

wiewes all distributed newwslatt current ROL

concise reporting of public meetings, room for errar akways remains.
wiCces dissatsfaction with accuracy, it's worth noting that

zlished media outlets, elected or appointed offic
emphasize is that the Rye Cvic Leagus and o

unteer-driven, good-faith endeswvor



