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Parsons Creek Advisory Committee Charter
DRAFT

For Approval by the Rye Select Board

1. Purpose

The Parsons Creek Advisory Committee is established to advise the Rye Select Board and ensure
the Town of Rye takes meaningiul, ongoing steps to address the findings of the Parsons Creck
Watershed-Based Plan, June 2025 report for the Town of Rye, NH. written by FB Environmenigl
Associates. The Committee wil] serve as an advisory body to the Select Board, focused on
protecting and improving the water quality of Parsons Creek, with special attention to monitoring
and reducing human sources of bacterial contamination.

2. Goals and Responsibilities
The Committec shall:

1. Review and Prioritize Recommendations contained in the Parsons Creek Watershed-
Based Plan (June 2025 ).
2. Evaluate Management Options, including but not limited to-
o Extension/creation of town sewer service in priority areas, if feasible,
o Implementation of a leach field and septic system inspection program.
o Reduction of stormwater runoff and the installation of best management practices
(BMPs). '
o Public outreach and homeowner education regarding wastewater and stormwater
management,.
3. Develop Action Steps and Timelines for Select Board constderation, with measurable
milestones.
4. Coordinate with Town Departments and Town Staff as consulting partners.
5. Seek input from the Conservation Commission as necded
6. Seek External Support, including state and federal grants, regional planning assistance,
and partnerships with organizations experienced in watcrshed management.
7. Report Progress to the Select Board at least bi-annually, or more frequently as needed.

3. Membership

* Voting Members:
o Three to five Rye residents with interest or expertise in water quality, public
health, or environmental protection.
o Members shall be appointed by the Select Board for three-year terms
* Consulting Members (non-voting):
o Department Heads and Town Staff



e Advisory Partners:
o Representatives from FB Environmental Associates, NH Department of
Environmental Services, Rockingham Planning Commission, or other regional
partners, as mvited.

4. Organization

e The Committee shall elect a Chair and Vice Chair annually.

» Meetings shall be held at least quarterly and be posted in accordance with NH RSA 91-A
(Right-to-Know Law).

» A quorum shall consist of a majority of voting members.

3. Reporting

The Committee shall provide written recommendations and updates to the Select Board on
progress toward implementing the Parsons Creek Watershed-Based Plan (June 2025), with
emphasis on addressing human sources of contamination and recommending solutions and next
steps to the Select Board.

6. Duration

The Committee shall remain in existence until the Select Board determines it is no longer
needed.

ADOPTION
This charler is adopted by the Select Board of the Town of Ryc on

Rye Select Board

Bob McGrath, Chairman

Rob Wright, Vice Chairman

Mike Coutu, Selectman



