RYLE

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Rye in the 20th Century

Throughout the century, external influences such
as World Wars and economic shifts shaped Rye
into the community we know today—a close-knit
populace drawn by coastal beauty and rich history.
The influx of visitors after World War II spurred
the growth of local businesses
and community events,
reinforcing Rye’s charm

and sense of belonging.
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CELEBRATING
a Story of Growth

& Community Spirit

Rye, New Hampshire, underwent significant
transformation throughout the 20th century,
evolving from a quiet coastal town with strong
fishing and agricultural roots, and summer
tourism, into a vibrant community of families,
many of whom still trace their lineage to the
founding families. At the turn of the century,
horses, buggies, and trolleys brought visitors
eager to enjoy extended vacations in town.
Seasonal hotels and boarding houses lined the
coast, catering to tourists seeking sea breezes and
scenic views.

Embracing its coastal allure, the town prioritized
environmental preservation, ensuring that

the natural beauty remained a cornerstone

of its identity. By the century’s end, Rye had
successfully balanced growth with a commitment
to its roots, creating a unique blend of small-town
charm and coastal appeal that continues to define
the community today.



