Press Release

NH DHHS Identifies
Jamestown Canyon Virus in Rye, NH

On July 31, 2025, the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services
notified the Town of Rye that a mosquito batch collected in Rye on July 15, 2025,
tested positive for Jamestown Canyon Virus (JCV).

According to the State Division of Public Health, the arboviral risk level of the
municipality of Rye has been updated from baseline to low. Most people and animals
bitten by mosquitoes carrying JCV do not develop any illness. In cases where symptoms
do occur, they are typically mild and short-lived, often presenting as a low-grade fever.
Many people who contract the Jamestown Canyon Virus remain asymptomatic.
However, elders or those with compromised immune systems are often more
vulnerable and should take extra precautions.

The best way to prevent infection from JCV and other mosquito-borne illnesses like
West Nile Virus and Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) is to prevent mosquito bites.

e Stay vigilant when you are outside

e Protect yourself by using an EPA approved mosquito repellent

e Avoid exposure at dusk and dawn when mosquitoes are most active
e Wear long pants and long sleeves

Eliminate mosquito breeding to help reduce the risk. Dump water out of containers
such as wheel barrows, buckets, trash barrels, tarps, boats, canoes and any other
manmade container. Change birdbath water every few days. Check screens on
windows and doors for holes whereby mosquitoes can enter your home.

Dragon Mosquito Control, the contractor for the Town’s mosquito control program,
continues treating standing water and trapping adult mosquitoes until the season ends
in late fall. The State Lab in Concord will test mosquitoes for diseases into the middle
of October.

Information on choosing a repellent and using repellents safely is available on the
EPA’s website at https://www.epa.gov/insect-repellents.

Follow this link to the NH Department of Health & Human Service website more
information about mosquito-borne-illnesses.



https://www.epa.gov/insect-repellents
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/programs-services/disease-prevention/infectious-disease-control/mosquito-borne-illnesses



