Rye Conservation Commission
September 2025
Rye Civic League Notes

Sept 9" Site Walk Draft Minutes CLICK HERE

Agenda Sept 11th Meeting CLICK HERE

Video Streaming Sept 11 Meeting CLICK HERE

Draft Minutes Sept 11th Meeting (draft minutes not available as of Sept 27)

Trails and Wildlife Assessments Site Walks for all major trails during late September and
early October (see latest schedule here)

Wetlands

106 Harbor Road, Tax Map 92, Lot 8, Owner: Barbara Lavoie
Demolition and replacement of a home and septic with the home moved forward and a
planting plan. Site Walk to be scheduled when plans are more complete.

16 Pine Street, Tax Map , Lot 47, Owner: Stephen Walsh

A new deck is proposed at about 38 feet from the wetland (buffer 75 feet). Old deck is at
45.9 feet. RCC does not object as no significant additional wetland impact is anticpated.

11 Straws Point & 5 Wildwood Lane Owner: Charlene Williams
The original plan for removal of invasive species is revisited as more invasives in the
wetland buffer have been identified as construction at 11 Straws Point is underway..

The RCC supports removing as many invasives as possible during construction, on
both properties.

36 Morgan Court, Tax Map 21, Lot 1, Owners: Scott and Katherine Muse

A 12’ x 16’ shed is proposed 35” from a freshwater wetland. Much of the property and
lawn is in the wetland buffer. No objection but with the following recommendation: a
planting strip/buffer of native plants 8’ x 24’ wide at the edge of the wetlands behind the
shed was recommended.

15 Holland Drive, Tax Map 202, Lot 29, Owner: Flippin Bergers, LLC

Demolition of a 1950’s home and replacement (1452 square foot home vs 800 square
feet including porch) with replacement of the septic to be entirely out of the buffer. Only
70 square feet of the structure will be in the buffer removing 230 square feet of buffer
impact. Storm water management will be improved by 2 rain gardens and a swale the
slope being quite steep and an abutter’s driveway encroaching. Increase in impervious
coverage but improved storm water capture and treatment. Recommendation that the
50’ area towards wetlands remain undisturbed. If a tree that is 15’ from the new house
is to be cut a permit will be required.


https://www.town.rye.nh.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif3751/f/minutes/2025.09.09_rcc_site_walk_minutes_0.pdf
https://www.town.rye.nh.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif3751/f/agendas/2025.09.11_rcc_agenda.pdf
https://townhallstreams.com/stream.php?location_id=32&id=69205
https://www.town.rye.nh.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif3751/f/agendas/2025.09.23_rcc_site_walk_agendas_trail_and_wildlife_assessments_8.pdf

Trails Signage, Kiosks, Trails and Wildlife Assessments Site Walks

Trail signage and kiosks discussion with a proposal for $7500 for the design starting
with Town Forest kiosks and signage with approach to be applied and tuned for other
locations.

Proposal from Graphic Designs was approved with condition that Chair will get more
detailed description of deliverables and copyrights.

Trails and wildlife assessments project is handling mapping Eventually will include
interactive maps Total budget around $20K

Trails and Wildlife Assessments Site Walks for all major trails during late September
and early October (see latest schedule here)

Master Plan Implementation Planning Board looking for input on Implementation for
Conservation Commission elements

Budget Discussion

Initial discussion with budget requiring further discussion.

Goss Barn Swallows

Discussion of options. Swallow houses quote of $38K judged as too high. Options to
seal inside the barn discussed as droppings are back, 20 nesting pairs. Testing of
droppings and air discussed. Barn will be cleaned up before testing is considered.
Quotes for clean-up will be discussed in non-public.

Cemetery / Town Forest.

A letter was sent by a RCC member to the RCCD (Rockingham County Conservation
District the easement holder) about delays in documents related to the Cemetery/Town
Forest. The letter was reviewed by the chair before it was sent. A member objected to
the letter without the commission reviewing and to the tone of the letter.

Discussion of payment of legal bills related to the matter (split with RCCD who is paying
it appears),, some members objecting to lack of detail in the billing.


https://www.town.rye.nh.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif3751/f/agendas/2025.09.23_rcc_site_walk_agendas_trail_and_wildlife_assessments_8.pdf

