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RYE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Organizational Pillars

1.

Academics: Students actively seek knowledge, think critically, and apply what
they learn to solve real-world problems.

In STEAM, second grade students are currently engaged in a bird unit that
focuses on adaptation and pollution effects on animals. Students are collecting
data on non-food items in an Albatross Bolus. Students also conduct an
experiment on which bird beak picks up the most food. Lastly, students will
build a prototype of a bird feeder. This real-world unit allows students to think
deeply but also apply their knowledge independently and creatively from a
different perspective.

Community Connection: Students build relationships and contribute
positively to their school, local, and global community.

Recently, theater students from UNH came to perform “Luna Goes to Mars” for
our first graders. This experience demonstrated the skill and talent by UNH
students but also the capacity of our students to continue to do what they are
passionate about as they continue throughout their educational experiences.
The timing with Artemis II and space travel was a bonus!

The environmental club worked so hard to coordinate our annual Earth Day
Celebration. The focus this year was on the ocean and the ways in which our
students and families can protect our oceans through everyday actions. Two of
the blue marbles this year were given by two former blue marble recipients.
The blue marble represents the earth and is given to those who show effort in
protecting the earth and its resources. These marbles are then passed on from
one person to the next when the recipient recognizes this effort in another
environmental pioneer.

Equity, Inclusion, Belonging: Students value differences, treat others with
respect, and help create spaces where everyone feels welcome.




. Collaboration and Communication:

Several of our staff members recently completed the course, “Building
Belonging Together,” a 6-week course designed to, “help educators to build
inclusive, equitable, and culturally responsive learning environments.”
Transferable Skills: Students use skills like problem-solving, adaptability,
and creativity in any situation they face.

Physical and Mental Wellness: Students make choices that support their
health, balance, and personal growth.

Mrs. Zanetti, a hematology and oncology focused physician assistant and Rye
parent, recently visited our fourth grade health class to share her expertise with
students. We are so grateful for the time she spent with us and for the
thoughtful way she made important health topics clear and engaging. During
her visit, Mrs. Zanetti reviewed the basics of heart health, explaining how the
heart works and why it’s so important to take care of it. She highlighted healthy
habits like staying active, eating nutritious foods, and getting enough sleep to
help keep our hearts strong. She also taught students about blood, helping
them understand what blood does in the body and why it is essential for
keeping us alive and healthy. Her explanations made these complex ideas easy
to understand and sparked curiosity and great questions from the class.

Students work well with others and express their
ideas clearly while listening to different
perspectives.

This month’s character trait is COOPERATION,
which was highlighted in our recent school-wide
assembly through a performance by the Riptide
Rhythms and a game students played and WON
by working together!

Operational Strategies

1.

Deliver a Quality Curriculum: Implement and regularly review a rigorous,
relevant, and well-aligned curriculum to prepare students for future success.
We are currently exploring enrichment options for kindergarten students who
have completed their math pathway in i-Ready. Teachers are exploring a couple
of new options, Tang Math and Math Seeds, which could lead to discussions in
grades 1-4 as well.

Strengthen Teaching and Learning: Use engaging, research-based
instructional practices that inspire curiosity and deepen understanding across
all classrooms.

Invest in Professional and Staff Development: Provide ongoing,
high-quality learning opportunities that build staff expertise and improve
student outcomes.

Our RES staff has connected with various districts, such as Stratham and
Newmarket, NH as well as Lexington, Andover and Newburyport, MA to better
understand the pilot programs from the perspective of our colleagues and
fellow educators.

Provide Layered Support for Students: Maintain a coordinated system of




5.

6. Maintain Safe and Supportive Facilities:

academic, social-emotional, and behavioral supports to meet the diverse needs
of every student.

Amplify Student Voice: Create structured opportunities for students to
share ideas, influence decisions, and shape their learning experiences.

Students in grades K-4 were able to partake in focus groups to provide feedback
around our two literacy pilot programs, myView and
Arts and Letters. The feedback ranged from the
quality of the texts to the practices of reverting back
to text to support their writing. The most vital
component of this process has been collecting the
aspects of these programs that our students value
and those that don’t enhance their literacy
development.

Ensure school environments are safe, accessible,
well-maintained, and conducive to student learning
and well-being.

Recently we held a safety meeting and were joined by Jim Gordon and Brian
Helfrich who were able to share information about summer projects related to
safety. The new doors that are being installed this summer are important to the
safety enhancements we have been prioritizing since Brian’s work began in the
Rye Schools.

RYE JUNIOR HIGH

Organizational Pillars

1.

Academics: Students actively seek knowledge, think critically, and apply what
they learn to solve real-world problems.

Eighth grade students presented their Biosphere projects to their family and
community members. This project is shared between science and ELA, and is a
study into biodiversity, and how the existence of multiple species affects each
other. Students were tasked with creating a self-sustaining biosphere, and had
to construct a model and provide a detailed food web explaining how each
species would survive. Additionally, students completed a science fiction unit in
ELA, and wrote Choose Your Own Adventure stories that took place in the
biosphere. Finally, students had to create a brochure to ‘sell’ spots in their
biosphere, and visitors could invest in promising biospheres. Our students are




very, very motivated by the investments, and were excellent presenters.

. Community Connection: Students build relationships and contribute
positively to their school, local, and global community.

RJH students presented three shows of ‘Spamalot’, after months of work and
preparation. Students are involved in all aspects of the production, including
acting, set and costume design, and lighting and sound work. The show was
hilarious, and the students were amazing!

. Equity, Inclusion, Belonging: Students value differences, treat others with
respect, and help create spaces where everyone feels welcome.

Seventh graders have completed their “PechaKucha”, which is a presentation
technique. Students create a video of 20 slides that last 20 seconds each about a
topic that they are passionate about. This project allows students to build their
speaking and listening skills, organizational skills, and helps them learn about
one another.

. Transferable Skills: Students use skills like problem-solving, adaptability,
and creativity in any situation they face.

The big fifth grade project is here: the Live Wax Museum was presented to
students and families. Students worked on research skills, writing skills, and
speaking and listening skills to present as a historical figure that is impactful to
them.

Physical and Mental Wellness: Students make choices that support their
health, balance, and personal growth.
. Collaboration and Communication: Students work well with others and




