TOWN OF RYE

BEACH COMMITTEE
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
Monday, August 3, 2026 — 5:30 p.m.
Rye Town Hall & via Zoom

These Meeting Minutes are in draft form and have not yet been approved by
the Beach Committee.

Present: Co-Chairs Coleen Penacho and Chuck Latvis, Joe Leverone, Doug Beattie, Joan
Zofnas, and Selectboard Rep Suzanne Barton

1) Call to Order
Co-Chair Penacho called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

2) Public Comment
None

3) Review and approval of July 6, 2026 Minutes

Motion by Chuck Latvis to approve the minutes of July 6, 2026. Seconded by Joan Zofnas.
All in favor.

4) Dog Ordinance Enforcement Presentation

Police Chief Scott Blaisdell met with the Beach Committee to discuss the animal control
program and the protocols for enforcing the Town’s dog ordinance. Animal Control Officer
Kacie Solaris has worked for the Police Department since 2022. The ACO position became a
fulltime position in 2024 based on the increase in animal control calls. The ACO works four ten
hour shifts per week, staggering the hours throughout the week based on the season and
community needs. During the ACO’s off hours, Rye’s Police Officers will respond to animal
control calls. During the summer season, the ACO focuses most of her time on the beaches but
also answers calls for other areas in town. Since the beginning of 2026, the ACO has written
thirty summonses for dog violations, which is an increase from the past couple of years. Tickets
are issued on a case by case basis, as every situation is different. Residents are welcome to reach
out to the Police Department with any questions or animal control concerns.

Dog Ordinance (relating to the beaches):
Beginning the Saturday before Memorial Day, through the Saturday after Labor Day, dogs are
not permitted on Town Beaches everyday between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.




The only exception will be the area between Wallis Sands State Park and Odiorne State Park
where dogs and people are allowed except between the hours of midnight and 6:00 a.m. when the
beach is closed. Owners are subject to a $62.00 fine for any violation.

Leashes are not required; however, dogs must be under control by means of personal presence
and attention as will reasonably control the conduct of such dog.

Dog owners must immediately pick up any waste left by the dog. Owners are subject to a $50.00
fine for failure to do so.

The complete Dog Ordinance may be found on the Town’s website.

)

6)

7)

8)

Civics Project Presentation Re: Trash Cans on Beaches — Ella DeMark
To be rescheduled for a future meeting.

Old Business

Co-Chair Penacho reported that the Select Board has put a hold on the proposed parking
ordinance for Route 1A. The Town and State are going to meet to discuss the issue after
the summer season. She and Co-Chair Latvis will let the Select Board know that the
Beach Committee wants to be involved in those discussions.

Other Business

There was discussion about a concern from a resident about only part of Jenness Beach
being cleaned of seaweed.

It was noted by Co-Chair Latvis that Jenness Beach is a state beach. Co-Chair Penacho
also noted that DPW Director Jason Rucker said that the equipment they use to clean the
beaches is borrowed from the State, with the agreement that the DPW cleans the State
beaches. The equipment is also used to clean the town’s beaches, but there is only a
certain amount of time to do the work. The DPW cleans up what they can during the
time they have the equipment available.

An email was received from a resident expressing safety concerns for pedestrians,
vehicles and bicyclists along the Route 1A corridor.

New Business
a. Has everyone officially been sworn in?
Members have all been sworn in. There will be follow up with the alternates at the
next meeting.

b. Shoulder Season water testing starts in September
Co-Chair Latvis will reach out to Surfrider to coordinate a schedule and get more
bottles for the testing.



9) Public Comment

Tom King, 535 Wallis Road, confirmed that the beaches are cleaned by DPW within the
timeframe that is available. They can go further if there is very little seaweed; however, if it’s
heavy, they don’t get very far. He pointed out that Cable Beach is rocky and it’s hard to keep
that beach clean. Mr. King also spoke about the rules for dogs on the beaches. He noted that he
hasn’t seen any incidents this year involving dogs or people with dogs. Mr. King commented on
the bacteria advisory signs at the beach. He suggested that the Beach Committee look at the
signs and their locations, as it could be improved. He also encouraged the Beach Committee’s
support during budget season on the summer garbage contract, along with off season water
testing.

Adjournment

Motion by Doug Beattie to adjourn at 6:21 p.m. Seconded by Chuck Latvis. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Dyana F Ledger



