AGENDA ITEM:Corre spandence.

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY CONSERVAT _ 228071

110 North Road, Brentwood, NH 03833-6614
Tel: 603-679-2790 ® Fax: 603-679-2860
www.rockinghamccd.org

August 18, 2026

Rye Conservation Commission
¢/o Shawn Joyce, Chair

10 Central Road

Rye, NH 03870

Re: Rye Town Forest Conservation Easement — Response to July 5, 2026 Letter
Dear Mr. Joyce,

RCCD has received the Commission's comments regarding the available records related to the
approvals of the prior Forest Management Plans, as well as the additional details provided
regarding the specific methods proposed by the Commission for decommissioning the Green
and Yellow Trails.

We appreciate the information provided on that proposed decommissioning methodology.
Based on your representations, we have determined that the proposed actions will not adversely
affect the conservation interests associated with the Conservation Easement (see Easement,
Section X), and no further review by RCCD is necessary so long as no brush piles end up in the
wetlands. However, to the extent the Commission makes any changes to its proposed
decommissioning methodology, further review by RCCD may be necessary, so RCCD
respectfully requests that the Commission notify RCCD of any such changes.

RCCD has reviewed its files related to the Rye Town Forest conservation easement and
acknowledges that RCCD does not have any formal records regarding the 2020 forest
management plan, or the trail reroutes referenced in your last letter. RCCD has email
documentation of receipt of the 2019 forest management plan, but no corresponding
documentation for the 2020 forest management plan. As you acknowledged in your letter, the
Commission has a gap in records for that time period, and it appears that the same is true for
RCCD. ltis worth noting that the COVID-19 pandemic was in full swing in 2020, so itis
understandable that both the Commission and RCCD may have dropped the ballin some
regards during that time. Indeed, it was an unprecedented time with constantly changing
circumstances, so many standards the world over were not being mettoaT.

However, it appears that both the Commission and RCCD are committed to doing better moving
forward, and to the extent that any requirements related to the easement were not met during the
extraordinary circumstances of the global pandemic, that does not mean the parties cannot
meet those standards moving forward. See Easement, Section V (“Enforcement of the terms of
this Conservation Easement shall be at the discretion of the Grantee, and any forbearance by the
Grantee to exercise its rights under this Conservation Easement shall not be deemed or
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construed to be a waiver.”). To be sure, these recent proactive communications between the
Commission and RCCD related to the proposed trail closures show the parties’ commitment to
doing better.

It should also be noted that the Forest Management Plan of 2019 or 2020 does not include survey
plans of the property, or of the conservation easement lands, making RCCD’s reviews more
complex. RCCD only has an interest in the conservation easement land, not adjacent properties
to the conservation easement, that are perhaps even denoted as “town forest”.

RCCD will also put the Rye Town Forest correspondence request to relax the certified letter
standards related to the ongoing trail correspondence on the next RCCD agenda for discussion
purposes. ’

Please let us know if the Commission has any other questions related to decommissioning the
green and yellow trails as described, and please keep us posted if anything changes with the
Commission’s plans to decommission the trails. Additionally, if there are any other management
objectives the Commission may be reviewing for the Rye Town Forest conservation easement,
please keep us apprised.

Thank you for your consideration, and please let us know if you have any additional questions.

Sincerely,

Vi

Vicky Nelson

District Manager

Rockingham County Conservation District
110 North Road

Brentwood, NH 03833

603-679-2790 ext. 161

Cc.C:
Rye Select Board
Rachel Stevens
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