Rye Conservation Commission
August 2026
Rye Civic League Notes

August 13, 2026 Meeting Draft Minutes
August 13, 2026 Meeting Video Stream

Wetlands

163 Love Lane, Tax Map 4, Lot 39

Applicant/Owner: Bradley & Jody Holt

Jones and Beach

2-lot subdivision and construction of new home, driveway, septic, well

Conceptual presentation. Concern about wetlands impact and crossing of buffer by the
new driveway. By a 4-1-2 vote the RCC does not support the concept and recommends
less impact and would also like to see more detailed plans of home location and
landscaping .

Vernal Pool Mapping Update

Three bids have been received:
1) Gove Environmental Services - $108,900 2) GZA GeoEnvironmental - $21,375
3) FB Environmental/Rachel Stevens - $46,200.

GZA and FB Environmental will be invited for an onsite presentation at the September
RCC meeting.

Financial Update

Treasurer Terhune reviewed the year-to-date budgeted expenses and compared the
expenses to 2025 and 2024. The Commission is projected to spend $93,329 against a
budget of $122,385. He suggested that the RCC consider lowering its budget for 2027
by approximately 18% based on past years’ information and 2026 anticipated expenses.

Swallows Shelter Nesting and Population Estimates

There were three active nests with nine of the twelve chicks flying around Goss Farm.
The first group of birds have already left the area. There were a total of nine active
nests with five eggs each in the first group. He estimates that just over fifty birds
survived.


https://www.ryenh.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_08132026-733
https://townhallstreams.com/stream.php?location_id=32&id=75929

Proof of Concept Goss Farm Farmer’s Market

The date of the farmers market is Wednesday, August 26th from 2:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Member Marttila pointed out this is a proof of concept to see if the response is positive.

Swallow Litigation Update

Secretary/Clerk Lee reported that the case has been dismissed by the judge. The
litigation cost the Town approximately $17,000 in legal fees.

Prior Legal Matters

Hugh Lee moved that the Conservation Commission waive all attorney-client privileges
with regard to all matters undertaken by, and the content of the work product and files
of, Attorney Amy Manzelli, related to her prior services to the Conservation
Commission, In as much as she ceased to represent the Conservation Commission
more than two years ago.

Secretary/Clerk Lee explained this will allow the public to see what has occurred over
the years, in a now harmless matter, since everything that was a subject matter of her
representation was in the past.

Trail Mapping

The ryenhtrails website will launch on or about August 24th, 2026. The announcement
to be made primarily via a post card sent to each household in Rye.

The original intent was to build kiosks to have trail information at access points;
however, the project has shifted to building a website with interactive capabilities. The
project is almost at the point of launching and is anticipated to be ready within the next
two weeks. An invoice for current work of $4,724.60 was approved. $3000 for general
marketing, education and outreach programs was approved.

Public Comments

Tom King, 535 Wallis Road, commented on the barn swallows and alternative
structures. He also cautioned the RCC about the efforts to educate the residents
before the election, as it could be seen as electioneering.

» Suzanne Barton, 114 Clark Road, spoke about credibility and earning the trust of



the community.
« Patrick, on behalf of 961 Washington Road, questioned the decommissioning of
the trails pending the decision of the Town.

« Sally King, 535 Wallis Road, recommended that the RCC review the commitment
for the Brown Lane Farm vernal pool fund.



