AGENDA ITEMCbrvespondonce A

September 22, 2026 DATE:.. (,.3-‘:\.«‘-%5'-7%“ ——

Via Electronic Mail

Matthew Scruton

Town Administrator

Town of Rye

10 Central Road

Rye, New Hampshire 03870

CC: Rye Select Board

Re: RSA 91-A Request - Legal Representation and Expenses - 1373 Ocean Boulevard

Dear Matt:
I am copying the Select Board on this request so that the Board is aware of it.

Pursuant to RSA 91-A, | am requesting governmental records concerning the retention of legal
counsel and the expenditure of Town funds in connection with the administrative appeal, Zoning
Board proceedings, and subsequent Superior Court appeal involving 1373 Ocean Boulevard, Rye,
New Hampshire, ZBA Case No. 11-2026.

Specifically, | request copies of the following records:

1. All invoices, billing statements, payment records, accounts-payable records, checks, payment
authorizations, or other records reflecting legal fees or expenses incurred or paid by the Town in
connection with this matter, including services provided by Attorney Eric Maher and/or Donahue,
Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC, Attorney Laura Spector-Morgan and/or Mitchell Municipal Group, P.A.,
and any other attorney or law firm retained in connection with this matter.

2. Any engagement letter, retainer agreement, professional-services agreement, contract, letter of
authorization, appointment, or other document by which Attorney Laura Spector-Morgan and/or
Mitchell Municipal Group, P.A. was retained, engaged, or authorized to represent the Rye Zoning
Board of Adjustment and/or the Town in connection with 1373 Ocean Boulevard, ZBA Case No.
11-2026.

3. Any governmental record identifying the Town official, employee, board, attorney, or other person
who authorized or approved the retention of Attorney Spector-Morgan and/or Mitchell Municipal
Group, P.A.

4. Any governmental record identifying the person who initially contacted Mitchell Municipal Group,
P.A. regarding potential representation in this matter and the date of that contact.

5. Any governmental record showing who negotiated, approved, executed, or signed any
engagement letter, retainer agreement, professional-services agreement, or other authorization for
Mitchell Municipal Group, P.A.



6. Any minutes, meeting records, motions, votes, authorizations, approvals, or other governmental
records of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, Select Board, Town administration, or other Town body
concerning the decision to obtain separate or additional legal counsel for the ZBA in connection with
this matter.

7. Any nonprivileged correspondence or communications concerning the administrative act of
selecting, contacting, retaining, engaging, authorizing, or approving Attorney Spector-Morgan
and/or Mitchell Municipal Group, P.A. as counsel in this matter.

8. Any record reflecting the hourly rates, fee schedule, billing arrangement, scope of engagement,
or other financial terms applicable to the representation by Mitchell Municipal Group, P.A.

This request covers the period from the commencement of the 1373 Ocean Boulevard
administrative matter through the date of this request.

| am particularly interested in the total amount of taxpayer funds incurred or paid in connection with
this matter, including amounts billed but not yet paid, if such records presently exist.

| am not requesting legal advice, litigation strategy, attorney work product, or other privileged
substantive communications between the Town and its attorneys. My request concerns the
governmental and administrative records showing the retention and authorization of counsel and
the expenditure of public funds.

If the Town believes that any portion of a responsive record is protected by attorney-client privilege,
work product, or another exemption under RSA 91-A, please redact only the exempt information
where reasonably possible and produce the nonexempt portions. For any record withheld in whole
or in part, please identify the specific statutory exemption relied upon and provide the brief
explanation required by RSA 91-A:4, IV(c).

Electronic copies by email are preferred.

Thank you for your assistance. Please confirm receipt of this request.
Respectfully,

Daniel J. Philbrick



